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The Ancient Wild Goat Herd of Langholm – Newcastleton Hills 
We believe that the wild goats of Langholm – Newcastleton Hills have been wild in this open moorland landscape for 
centuries. 

It is quite easy to imagine how the Reivers cattle raiding in the dead of night, could have led to the crofters’ goats becoming 
at large in these hills, never to be recaptured. 

They are today fully naturalised, meaning that they sustain a viable population in the wild state. They are therefore wild 
goats and part of the natural fauna of this upland area. 

Local people feel a strong emotional connection to these wild goats, generations of families enjoying seeing them. People 
travel from far and wide to catch a glimpse. They are a living relic of Scottish clan crofting culture. 

Dr Shirley Goodyer of the British Primitive Goat Research Group and a leading authority on the history of goats in Britain, 
considers in her expert opinion, that this herd is directly descended from the original type of ̀Landracè goat, now referred 
to as the British Primitive Goat, that made its way to Britain in the Stone-Age. This herd represents a good example of the 
British Primitive Goat and is therefore of national importance. 

There are believed to be a few hundred wild goats, forming a herd with sub-groups, that are hefted to an area of some 
30,000 acres of uplands. 

Up until 2023, this area was in single ownership and had previously been hill farms and keepered moorland. The people 
involved in the management of the area had an in-depth knowledge of the moor and its wildlife, many living and working 
there all their lives. Management of the herd was kept in balance with the rest of the ecology of these hills. 

The area has now been divided up and sold off. Hill farms no longer have their tenancies offered up; the keepers have left. 
Most of the knowledge involved in the direct management has gone. 

In pursuit of the government̀s ̀Net-Zerò targets and ̀ rewilding̀ ambition, the forces behind the management of this 
moorland have changed significantly in recent years. As wild goats have no legal protection in Scotland, this exposes the 
ancient herd of goats to new threats as they are perceived as being problematic to tree planting schemes. In short, without 
being granted protected status, these wild goats are endangered. 

Such protected status will allow their numbers to be regulated through licensing so that there will always be a healthy 
herd of wild goats in balance with the rest of the upland wildlife. 

The Wild Goat Conservation Group is therefore calling for the following 7-point plan. 

mailto:gailmbrown1961@gmail.com


 

• Excepting legal requirement, a complete moratorium on wild goat culling on Langholm - 
Newcastleton Hills and surrounding areas until the wild goat population, its dynamics 
and genetics are better understood. 

• NatureScot to revoke all wild goat culling consents on the Langholm - Newcastleton Hills 
Site of Special Scientific Interest. 

• No reduction to the current range of the wild goat herd by the erection of fences. 
• An in-depth study of the wild goat herd, its biology, population dynamics and ecological 

impacts to be undertaken. 
• Landowners, stakeholders and biological scientists to work up and agree a long-term, 

science-based Herd Conservation Management Plan. 
• A committee, with a balance of expertise, scientific understanding and local interest, to 

be formed to oversee the implementation of the Herd Conservation Management Plan. 
• Protected status for this ancient herd of wild goats as an integral feature of the 

Langholm - Newcastleton Hills area. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
This ancient herd of wild goats represents the spirit of our hills, 
they are fully naturalised and truly wild animals playing an 
important part in the ecology of our uplands. As such, they are 
owned by no one, but they surely must belong to the people of 
Scotland.  
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